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JILL PRITCHARD
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Preliminary data 
from the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) shows that young hunters ages 6 through 
15 harvested 15,608 deer during Missouri’s early 
youth portion of the 2021 deer hunting season, 
Oct. 30-31. Top counties were Osage with youth 
hunters harvesting 359 deer, Franklin with 329, and 
Howell with 310. Youth hunters harvested 15,854 
deer during last year’s early youth portion.

View additional harvest numbers for the 2021 
early youth portion at Telecheck Harvest Numbers 
(mo.gov).

“Weather can have a big impact on harvest 
totals during our shorter season portions,” said 

MDC Cervid Program Supervisor Jason Isabelle. 
“Thankfully, the rain we experienced across much 
of the state late last week moved out just in time 
for our youth hunters to have some great conditions 
over the weekend.”

Missouri’s deer archery season continues through 
Nov. 12 and resumes Nov. 24 through Jan. 15, 2022. 
The November portion of firearms deer season runs 
Nov. 13-23 followed by the late youth portion Nov. 
26-28. The antlerless portion of firearms deer season 
runs Dec. 4-12 followed by the alternative methods 
portion Dec. 25 through Jan. 4, 2022.

Read more information on deer hunting from 
MDC’s 2021 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting Regu-
lations and Information booklet, available where 
hunting permits are sold and online at https://short.
mdc.mo.gov/Zyy.

 HOURS
MON-SAT: 9am – 5pm 

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS
2056 S. Hwy 19 

Hermann, MO 65041 
1-800-793-SWISS 
swissmeats.com

Delicious Deer Products!
• Bacon Mozzarella Burgers
• Firehouse Bacon Cheddar Burgers
Great for grilling, with fantastic 
flavor the whole family with love!

Visit swissmeats.com/deer-sausages 
for complete product list and pricing.

 Attention Deer Hunters: Accepting ONLY clean, BONELESS 
deer trim to be made into various SUMMER SAUSAGES, SNACK 
STICKS, BRATS and More! Using the same Award Winning 
recipes produced by Swiss Meat for the past 51 years!

Missed getting your Buck or Doe?
Call and order a beef or hog 
to fill your freezer!

Fri 4:30pm–8:00pm | Sat 10:00am–6:00pm | Sunday by appt Only

573.612.8153 or 573.291.5532
213 S. Alvarado Ave. • Belle, MO 65013

M & T Processing
Supplies & More

We Carry 
Jerky Seasoning

• Hi-Mountain   • Excalibur
• Backwoods

   plus… • Summer Sausage Seasoning
• High-temp Cheese   • Casings   • & More

Young hunters harvest 15,608 
deer during early youth 

portion of 2021 hunt

PRELIMINARY DATA shows youth hunters harvested 15,608 deer during the early youth deer season 
Oct. 30-31. Pictured is William Kramme, 8 of Owensville who harvested this buck on Sunday, Oct. 31, near 
Mt. Sterling. He is the son of Matt and Erin Kramme, of Owensville.



See CWD page 4B

Clay Chapman Full-Time Taxidermist

  Phone: 573-764-4483   Cell: 573-619-5338

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3, 2021   ■ PAGE 3BFall OutdoorsFall Outdoors

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – With deer 
hunting in Missouri opening in the coming 
weeks, the Missouri Department of Con-
servation (MDC) wants hunters to know 
key information about chronic wasting 
disease (CWD). MDC will be holding 
mandatory CWD sampling during 
opening weekend of firearms season and 
voluntary CWD sampling all season for 
hunters who harvest deer in MDC CWD 
Management Zone counties.

CWD is a deadly, infectious disease in 
deer and other members of the deer family 
(cervids) that eventually kills all animals it 
infects. There is no vaccine or cure. CWD 
is spread from deer to deer and through the 
environment. CWD was first detected in 
Missouri’s free-ranging deer population 
in 2012 and has since been found in 18 
counties. The disease remains relatively 
rare in the state, being detected in 206 
deer out of more than 152,300 tested by 
MDC since 2012. MDC is working hard to 
keep it that way, and hunters play a critical 
role in helping MDC manage the disease 
by having their deer tested and following 
the carcass-movement restrictions. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

CWD Management Zone
MDC designates counties within 10 

miles of where a positive case of CWD 
has been found as part of its CWD Man-
agement Zone. The CWD Management 
Zone counties are: Adair, Barry, Cam-
den, Cedar, Chariton, Christian, Clark, 
Crawford, Franklin, Gasconade, Hickory, 
Howell, Jefferson, Knox, Laclede, Linn, 
Macon, McDonald, Mercer, Oregon, 
Ozark, Perry, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, 
St. Charles, St. Clair, St. Francois, Ste. 
Genevieve, Stone, Sullivan, Taney, War-
ren, and Washington. Camden, Laclede, 
McDonald, and Pulaski counties were 
added to the CWD Management Zone 

this year.
Related CWD regulations prohibit the 

placement of feed or minerals for deer 
in counties of the CWD Management 
Zone. For exceptions, see the 2021 Fall 
Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations and 
Information booklet, available where per-
mits are sold and online at mdc.mo.gov/
about-us/about-regulations/fall-deer-tur-
key-hunting-regulations-information.

Voluntary CWD Sampling 
All Season Statewide

MDC will again offer statewide vol-
untary CWD sampling and testing of har-
vested deer during the entire deer season 
at select locations throughout the state. 
Locations include select MDC offices 
during regular business hours, cooper-
ating taxidermists and meat processors 
(hours vary), and self-service freezers 
where hunters can leave deer heads for 
sampling and testing.

Hunters can get their CWD test 
results for free online at mdc.mo.gov/
cwdResults. Results are usually available 
within three weeks or less from the time 
of sampling. Find locations and more 
information online at mdc.mo.gov/cwd 
or by contacting an MDC regional office 
at mdc.mo.gov/contact-engage/region-
al-mdc-offices.

Mandatory CWD Sampling 
Nov. 13 and 14

Hunters who harvest deer in any 
counties in the CWD Management Zone 
during opening weekend of the November 
portion of firearms deer season (Nov. 
13 and 14) are required to take their 
harvested deer or the head on the day of 
harvest to one of MDC’s numerous CWD 
mandatory sampling stations located 
throughout the zone. Sampling and test 
results are free.

Hunters must present their deer to 

a CWD mandatory sampling station 
within the county of harvest, with a few 
exceptions. Deer that will end up being 
delivered to a licensed meat processor 
or taxidermist within 48 hours, or deer 
heads that will be left at the MDC CWD 
mandatory sampling station for disposal 
after sampling, may be transported to a 
sampling station in any county.

Find CWD mandatory sampling sta-
tion locations online at mdc.mo.gov/cwd 
or from MDC’s 2021 Fall Deer & Turkey 
Hunting Regulations and Information 
booklet.

CWD sampling takes only a few min-
utes and consists of MDC staff cutting 
an incision across the throat of harvested 
deer to remove lymph nodes for testing. 
Tissue samples are sent to an independent 
lab for testing. Hunters will be given a 
card with information on getting free test 
results for their deer after samples are 
processed. Hunters can get their CWD 
test results for free online at mdc.mo.gov/
cwdResults. Results are usually available 
within three weeks or less from the time 
of sampling.

Hunters presenting bucks bound for 
taxidermy should inform MDC staff. Staff 
will complete paperwork and inform the 
hunters about participating taxidermists 
taking CWD tissue samples. The cape 
may also be removed from the animal 
prior to being taken to a sampling station.

Before arriving at a CWD mandatory 
sampling station:

• Field dress and Telecheck deer.
• Bring the carcass or just the head.
• Capes may be removed in preparation 

for taxidermy.
• Position deer in vehicles with head 

and neck easily accessible.
• Be sure the person who harvested 

the deer is present.
• Have the hunter’s conservation ID 

number ready.
• Be prepared to find the location of 

harvest on a map.
• If using a paper permit, have it 

detached from the deer for easy access.
• If using the MO Hunting app, have 

permit and Telecheck information avail-
able.

Mandatory CWD sampling dramat-
ically increases the number of tissue 
samples MDC can collect in a brief 
period of time. The increased number 
of samples gives MDC scientists a much 
better understanding of the distribution 
and prevalence of the disease — where 
it is and how many deer may have it. It 
can also help find new cases in new areas.

Opening weekend of the firearms deer 
season is the most popular two hunting 
days for most deer hunters. Hunters take 
about a third of the state’s total annual 
deer harvest during those two days. Fo-
cusing on this key weekend gives MDC 
the best opportunity to collect the most 
tissue samples during a very concentrated 
time period.

Carcass Movement Restrictions
Hunters must follow carcass-move-

ment restrictions for deer harvested in 
a CWD Management Zone county and 
when bringing parts of harvested deer 
and other cervids into Missouri from 
another state.

For hunters who harvest deer in Mis-
souri from a CWD Management Zone 
county:

Deer must be Telechecked before any 
parts of the carcass may be transported 
out of the county of harvest.

Whole carcasses and heads may only 
be transported out of the county of harvest 
if delivered to a licensed meat processor, 

Department of Conservation reminds deer hunters to get 
harvested deer sampled for CWD
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302 North First Street, Owensville • 573-437-2240

If you miss this sign…

Look for ours!

Serving the 

area for 

30 years!

Missouri hunters took 12 black bears during first season
JOE JEREK
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) reports 
that Missouri hunters harvested 12 black bears 
during the state’s inaugural bear-hunting 
season, which ran Oct. 18–27. More than 
6,330 hunters applied for 400 permits for 
the season with the maximum total harvest 
for the season being 40 bears.

“This was an incredibly successful first 
bear hunting season for Missouri given that 
we have a highly regulated season, that bears 
in the state are widely distributed throughout 
some pretty rugged wilderness, and that many 
hunters had never hunted bears before,” said 
MDC State Furbearer and Black Bear Biolo-
gist Laura Conlee. “A harvest of 12 bears in 
our first season is testament to the hunters. 
Bear hunting is an extremely challenging 
endeavor, especially under the framework that 
we established. This was a new experience 
for many hunters, and they put in the work 
to be successful and take advantage of this 
new hunting opportunity.” 

Conlee added that MDC took a conserva-
tive approach in developing its bear-hunting 
regulations.

“Our highly regulated and limited season 
included a sustainable maximum harvest of 
40 bears, which is about 5% of our total bear 
population,” Conlee said. “We also prohibited 
baiting and the use of dogs, limited hunting to 
10 days, and restricted the number of hunters 
who could participate. With any new season, 
it is difficult to predict hunter success, so we 
took a conservative approach to limiting the 
number of hunters and length of the hunting 
season. This was to ensure we didn’t over-
harvest the bear population in any one zone.”

Bear hunting in Missouri is limited to 
Missouri residents and restricted to three 
designated areas of southern Missouri called 
Bear Management Zones (BMZ). Each per-
mit issued is for a specific BMZ and hunting 
is limited to public or private property within 
the BMZ. Permit and harvest quotas for the 
2021 bear season were:

BMZ 1: Permit quota of 200 with a harvest 
quota of 20 bears.

BMZ 2: Permit quota of 150 with a harvest 
quota of 15 bears.

BMZ 3: Permit quota of 50 with a harvest 
quota of 5 bears.

The more than 6,330 hunters who applied 
during May to hunt a specific BMZ paid a 
$10 application fee. The 400 hunters selected 
for permits through a random drawing of 
all applicants then paid a permit fee of $25.

Among those selected for permits, Kelsie 
Wikoff of Hume harvested a 268-pound boar 
(male bear) in Zone 1. She said she had spent 
48 hours in a tree stand over three days since 
the season began Oct. 18 and harvested the 
bear Oct. 21.

Including Wikoff’s harvest, black bears 
harvested during the first season were from 
the following BMZs:

BMZ 1: Nine (9) bears harvested.
BMZ 2: Three (3) bears harvested.
BMZ 3: Zero (0) bears harvested.
According to the Wildlife Code of Mis-

souri, the harvest limit is one bear per permit. 
Only lone black bears may be taken. Hunters 
may not take bears that are known to be in 
the presence of others bears, including female 
black bears with cubs. Bears may not be dis-
turbed, pushed, harassed, or taken from a den. 
Bear hunters must wear hunter orange, make 
reasonable efforts to retrieve shot bears, and 
may not leave or abandon commonly edible 
portions. Learn more about bear hunting in 
Missouri at mdc.mo.gov/bearhunting.

Black bears were historically abundant 
throughout the forested areas of Missouri 
prior to European settlement but were nearly 
eliminated by unregulated killing in the late 
1800s, as well as from habitat loss when 
Ozark forests were logged. Over the last 50 
years, bear numbers and range in Missouri 
have grown to around 800 black bears with 
most found south of the Missouri River and 
primarily south of Interstate 44. Missouri bear 
range is expanding. Bear numbers in Missouri 
are increasing each year by approximately 
9 percent and are expected to double in less 
than 10 years. As bear numbers continue to 
increase, MDC will use a highly regulated 
hunting season as an essential part of pop-
ulation management. MDC’s 2020-2030 
Black Bear Management Plan will guide 
bear management in Missouri for the next 
decade. Learn more about black bears in 
Missouri and MDC management efforts at 
mdc.mo.gov/bears.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Kelsie Wikoff of Hume on her harvest of this 268-pound boar 
(male bear) in Zone 1 during Missouri’s first bear-hunting season.

Tree-stand safety
Every year many hunters go to the field 

with anticipation on harvesting that big buck 
they have been watching for months. With 
all the excitement involved in pre-season 
preparation, many hunters forget to wear 
their tree stand safety harness come opening 
day. This can be a major problem in the 
event of a fall. Tree stands provide many 
advantages when it comes to hunting, but 
they also carry a high-risk factor. Falling 

from 20 ft up in the air is the equivalent of 
being in a 30-mph car crash. I would also 
encourage hunters who hunt from tree stands 
to inspect all their tree stand equipment 
(straps, stirrups, welds…etc.) for defects 
or excessive wear. These failure points are 
often the cause of tree stand falls. Be safe 
this season and wear your tree stand harness. 
Bag that big buck and not a hospital bill.
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Land Clearing and Forestry Mulching Services:

Missouri Brush  Control: 636-262-9847

Forestry Mulching is an Eco-Friendly land clearing method that is much faster and
more efficient and cost effective than clearing by hand or with larger equipment. By
processing trees and other vegetation where they stand, forestry mulching eliminates 
many of the steps involved in conventional land clearing such as site prep, cutting/
felling/hauling/burning and site cleanup. Forestry Mulching can clear large or small 
lots of unwanted trees and brush with limited disturbance to the soil or desirable 
vegetation. It eliminates damage to the retained trees and their roots, reducing 
erosion. With a layer of mulch left behind, the topsoil is further protected from erosion 
and as the mulch decomposes, the topsoil is replenished with nutrients. This mulch 
also suppresses weeds and unwanted regrowth. To learn more about our land 
clearing methods and how it can help your land, please give us a call.

● Land Clearing
● Underbrush Removal
● Trail Creation
● Trail Clearing
● Reclaim Pasture
● Give your property that 

park-like appearance
● Clear Hunting Plots
● Building Site Prep
● Real Estate Beautification

taxidermist, or to an approved 
CWD sampling station within 
48 hours of exiting the county of 
harvest. On Nov. 13-14, deer must 
be taken on the day of harvest 
to a CWD mandatory sampling 
station.

The following carcass parts 
may be moved outside of the 
county of harvest without re-
striction:

Meat that is cut and wrapped 
or that has been boned out.

Quarters or other portions of 
meat with no part of the spinal 
column or head attached.

Hides from which all excess 
tissue has been removed.

Antlers or antlers attached to 
skull plates or skulls cleaned of 
all muscle and brain tissue.

Finished taxidermy products.
For hunters bringing harvested 

deer and other cervids into Mis-
souri from another state:

Hunters may no longer trans-
port whole cervid carcasses into 
the state.

Heads from cervids with the 
cape attached and no more than 
six inches of neck attached may 

be brought into Missouri only if 
they are delivered to a licensed 
taxidermist within 48 hours of 
entering Missouri.

There is no longer a require-
ment that cervid carcass parts 
coming into the state be reported 
to the MDC carcass transport 
hotline.

The following cervid parts 
can be transported into Missouri 
without restriction:

Meat that is cut and wrapped 
or that has been boned out.

Quarters or other portions of 
meat with no part of the spinal 
column or head attached.

Hides from which all excess 
tissue has been removed.

Antlers or antlers attached to 
skull plates or skulls cleaned of 
all muscle and brain tissue.

Upper canine teeth.
Finished taxidermy products.
Share the Harvest
MDC encourages deer hunters 

to share their harvest. Missouri’s 
Share the Harvest program helps 
deer hunters donate venison to 
those in need. To participate, take 
harvested deer to an approved 

meat processor and let the pro-
cessor know how much venison 
is to be donated. Deer harvested 
within the CWD Management 
Zone may only be donated to 
approved processors in the 
Share the Harvest CWD Testing 
Program. Deer harvested outside 
of the CWD Management Zone 
may be donated to any Share the 
Harvest processor. Learn more 
online at mdc.mo.gov/share or 
from MDC’s 2021 Fall Deer & 
Turkey Hunting Regulations and 
Information booklet.

More Information
Get more information on 

CWD regulations and other 
CWD information online at mdc.
mo.gov/cwd or from MDC’s 
2021 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunt-
ing Regulations and Information 
booklet, available where permits 
are sold and online at mdc.
mo.gov/about-us/about-regu-
lations/fall-deer-turkey-hunt-
ing-regulations-information.

After harvest procedure 
reminder

BY CHAD GRAY
OSAGE COUNTY CONSERVATION AGENT

Congratulations! You have harvested your deer…now what to do 
with it. Regulation requires a deer permit to be notched immediately 
after harvesting your deer. If you are using traditional paper permits 
printed at home tear or cut a small notch on the day and month of 
harvest. If using the new MOHunt application on your cell phone you 
will tap the permit you wish to notch. In the lower center portion of 
your screen, you will see the word “notch” in a green in color bubble. 
Tap notch. Then you have successfully notched your permit. 

The final action that a hunter needs to take is tele-checking your 
animal. This is a very crucial part to the harvesting process. This action 
allows us to determine how many deer are being harvested and gives 
us crucial data to manage the deer herd of Missouri. We cannot do it 
without you, the hunter. Tele-checking your animal must take place 
by 10 pm on the day of harvest. If using traditional permits, you may 
utilize the phone number on your permit or go online to www.mdc.
mo.gov and search how to tele-check your animal. If using the new 
MOHunt application, you can immediately tele-check your animal if 
you choose to do so. After notching, you will notice the word tele-check 
in the same location that notch was previously. Click on tele-check. 
The screen will prompt you through the tele-check process. You will 
receive a confirmation number at the end of the tele-check process. 
You have now completed the harvest reporting process and no other 
reporting is required. I wish a safe and enjoyable deer season for all 
this year! Good Luck!
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Owensville
573.789.6593

Kirk Terrill ~ 30+ 
Years Experience

WATCH FOR NEW LOCATION COMING SOON!

Get Your ATV or UTV
ready for HUNTING SEASON

        Servicing All Makes & Models of:
• ATVs/UTVs • Motorcycles • Lawn Mowers

• General Maintenance and 
Winterize Boats/Watercraft

Service & Repair

WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING HUNTING &  
FARMLAND LISTINGS IN YOUR AREA.

MISSOURI LAND IS IN DEMAND

Ted Gerard 
Agent, Land Specialist (314) 566-2588
WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. DBA Whitetail Properties | In the State of Nebraska DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties 
Real Estate LLC. | Dan Perez, Broker - Licensed in IL, IA, KS, KY, MO, NE & OK | Jeff Evans, Broker - Licensed in AR, GA, IL, 

MN & TN | Wes McConnell, Broker - Licensed in AL, IL, OH, SD & WI  | John Boyken, Broker - Licensed in IN | Sybil Stewart, 
Broker - Licensed in MI & LA | Chris Wakefield, Broker - Licensed in TN | Joey Bellington, Broker - Licensed in TX

WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING HUNTING &  
FARMLAND LISTINGS IN YOUR AREA.

MISSOURI LAND IS IN DEMAND

Ted Gerard 
Agent, Land Specialist (314) 566-2588
WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. DBA Whitetail Properties | In the State of Nebraska DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties 
Real Estate LLC. | Dan Perez, Broker - Licensed in IL, IA, KS, KY, MO, NE & OK | Jeff Evans, Broker - Licensed in AR, GA, IL, 

MN & TN | Wes McConnell, Broker - Licensed in AL, IL, OH, SD & WI  | John Boyken, Broker - Licensed in IN | Sybil Stewart, 
Broker - Licensed in MI & LA | Chris Wakefield, Broker - Licensed in TN | Joey Bellington, Broker - Licensed in TX

WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING HUNTING &  
FARMLAND LISTINGS IN YOUR AREA.

MISSOURI LAND IS IN DEMAND

Ted Gerard 
Agent, Land Specialist (314) 566-2588
WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. DBA Whitetail Properties | In the State of Nebraska DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties 
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Broker - Licensed in MI & LA | Chris Wakefield, Broker - Licensed in TN | Joey Bellington, Broker - Licensed in TX

MDC Hunter Education Skills Session
Missouri’s Department of Conservation (MDC) hosted an Oct. 26 Hunter Education Skills Session in partnership 
with Owensville Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) at Memorial Park. Thirty students successfully 
completed hands-on practice and the examination. Instructors included Conservation Agent Jason Eikermann 
(above), Education Section Chief Kyle Lairmore and volunteers Jerry Lairmore and Daniel Lenauer. Lenauer (left) 
a 13-year MDC volunteer reviews bolt action and hinge action guns with a small break-out group. Lairmore 
(photo opposite page) is shown demonstrating a lever-action rifle. MDC’s Hunter Education program provides 
a foundation in hunting safety and ethics while instilling responsibility, and improving skills and knowledge.

PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER



COUNTY SEAT MOTORSCOUNTY SEAT MOTORS
DEER HUNTER SPECIALS

$16,995
’17 FORD EXPLORER

4dr SUV, Bluetooth,
No Accidents, Clean Vehicle

$16,995
’13 GMC SIERRA 1500 
4x4 SLE 4dr Extended Cab 
6.5 ft. bed, Chrome Wheels, 

5.3L V8

$6,995
’05 FORD F-150 XLT
4dr SuperCrew XLT 4WD 

Styleside 5.5 ft. bed,
Tow Package 

$16,995
’10 CHEVY SILVERADO

2500HD, LT, 4x4, 4dr 
Extended Cab Short bed, 

Flatbed

$14,995
’12 HONDA CR-V EX-L

Leather Interior, Power Moon-
roof, Super Clean, Backup 

Camera and more 

$22,995
14 GMC SIERRA SLT
1500, 4x4 4dr Crew Cab 
5.8 ft. bed, Moon Roof, 
Leather, Tonneau Cover

$6,995
’12 HYUNDAI VELOSTER
3dr Coupe, 6-Speed manual 
transmission, No Accidents, 

Touch Screen Radio

$16,995
’18 DODGE JOURNEY SE

4dr SUV, Front 
Wheel Drive

$30,995
’17 CHEVY SILVERADO
1500, 4x4 LT 4dr Crew Cab 

6.5 ft. bed, 5.3L V8, 

$18,995
’15 FORD F-350

Super Duty XL 4x4  4dr 
Crew Cab 8 ft. bed, 
Trailer Tow Package

$11,995
’10 CHEVY AVALANCHE

LTZ, 4x4 LTZ 4dr Pickup,
5.3L V8,  Power Seats

LEATHER SEATS

$24,995
’16 DODGE DURANGO

AWD Citadel 4dr SUV,
Moonroof, Trailer Tow Pkg.,

Heated & Cooled Seats

$18,995
’18 FORD ESCAPE SE

AWD SE 4dr SUV, 
auto Start/Stop

$29,995
’18 CHEVY COLORADO

4x4 LT 4dr Crew Cab,
 6 ft. Bed

$16,995
’18 FORD ESCAPE SE

4dr SUV, Front 
Wheel Drive

$30,995
’17 CHEVY SILVERADO

1500, 4x4 LT 4dr Double Cab 
6.5 ft. bed, 5.3L V8

Check Out Our Full Inventory 
in HD Online at www.

countyseatmotorsinc.com
3 (of 100) Great Reasons to Buy From 

County Seat:
1) Selection    2) Credit Union Financing*    

3) Service Protection Plans
facebook.com/County Seat MotorsUnionfacebook.com/County Seat MotorsUnion

1 Hwy. 50 E • Union • (636) 583-2223 620 Hwy. 50 W • Union • (636) 583-6561
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Adam Monroe

Jack McQueen

PRE-OWNED DEALS 
Great quality, right price

Ron Pringer

Alan Roberson
Business Manager

Bob Moritz

Daryl Kremer 
Business Manager

Robb Huot
General Sales Manager

‘09  FORD F-350
#M325A    
1 owner

$35,950

‘11 TOYOTA TACOMA
#M270A

$28,950
 SALE PRICE

‘06  CHEVY 2500 HD
#7474A

$19,950

‘08 JEEP WRANGLER
#L597B

$21,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 CHEVY 1500
#7477
V8

$19,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 GMC ACADIA SLT
#7491
13,000
 MILES

$34,950

‘12 CHEVY 3500 HD LT
#M020A    27,000 miles
DIESEL

$44,950

‘08 CHEVY COLORADO
#L302A    
LT

$17,950

‘12 FORD F-150 4WD
#M300A  1 OWNER   9,000 MILES

$36,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 BUICK LACROSS
#7457  CXS 
        19,000 MILES

$25,950

‘09 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M355A
1 OWNER

$25,950
 SALE PRICE

‘11 CHEVY MALIBU
#7422

$17,950

‘09 CHEVY 2500 HD LT
M253A  40,000 miles
DIESEL

$38,950

‘04 CHEVY COLORADO
#7471A                            

$11,950

‘07 CHEVY 1500 4WD
#M049A
1 OWNER

$23,950

‘11 BUICK LUCERNE
#7447
CXL

$21,950

‘12 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M176A   1 OWNER  14,000 MILES

$27,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 IMPALA’S
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM
                                      6-8000 MILES

$18,950

Kent Travis

Dan WeibleTory Post

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

MSRP: $29,000

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

On Hwy 50 in Linn MO800-381-7904
Not responsible for errors.  Vehicles may be sold before publish date and are first come first serve.  
Prices good as of 03/05/13. See dealer for details.

Adam Monroe

Jack McQueen

PRE-OWNED DEALS 
Great quality, right price

Ron Pringer

Alan Roberson
Business Manager

Bob Moritz

Daryl Kremer 
Business Manager

Robb Huot
General Sales Manager

‘09  FORD F-350
#M325A    
1 owner

$35,950

‘11 TOYOTA TACOMA
#M270A

$28,950
 SALE PRICE

‘06  CHEVY 2500 HD
#7474A

$19,950

‘08 JEEP WRANGLER
#L597B

$21,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 CHEVY 1500
#7477
V8

$19,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 GMC ACADIA SLT
#7491
13,000
 MILES

$34,950

‘12 CHEVY 3500 HD LT
#M020A    27,000 miles
DIESEL

$44,950

‘08 CHEVY COLORADO
#L302A    
LT

$17,950

‘12 FORD F-150 4WD
#M300A  1 OWNER   9,000 MILES

$36,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 BUICK LACROSS
#7457  CXS 
        19,000 MILES

$25,950

‘09 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M355A
1 OWNER

$25,950
 SALE PRICE

‘11 CHEVY MALIBU
#7422

$17,950

‘09 CHEVY 2500 HD LT
M253A  40,000 miles
DIESEL

$38,950

‘04 CHEVY COLORADO
#7471A                            

$11,950

‘07 CHEVY 1500 4WD
#M049A
1 OWNER

$23,950

‘11 BUICK LUCERNE
#7447
CXL

$21,950

‘12 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M176A   1 OWNER  14,000 MILES

$27,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 IMPALA’S
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM
                                      6-8000 MILES

$18,950

Kent Travis

Dan WeibleTory Post

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

MSRP: $29,000

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

On Hwy 50 in Linn MO800-381-7904
Not responsible for errors.  Vehicles may be sold before publish date and are first come first serve.  
Prices good as of 03/05/13. See dealer for details.

Call 573-486-3113 for your No-Obligation 
Price Quote from our Internet Department.

Your most important piece of gear 
is the one that gets you there!

614 Market Street  • Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3113  •  www.HermannFord.com

HERMANN FORD

granny’s cafegranny’s cafe
307 W. 28th • Bland, MO • 573-646-3400

hunters always welcome athunters always welcome at

FREE Coffee for all Deer Hunters
through Nov. 20

Shoulder Mounts ~ Life Size Mounts 
~ Birds ~ Fish ~ Antler Mounts~ 
Small Animals ~ Antler Repairs

Grellner Taxidermy
Matt Grellner 

Taxidermist
Owensville, MO 65066

Phone: 573-437-7799 ~ Cell: 573-694-2287 ~ E-Mail: matthewjgrellner@yahoo.com

The Canada Goose — in Canada
OUTDOORS IN THE OZARKS

When I was in 
Northwest Ontario in 
October, I stayed about 
ten days, and besides 
fishing by myself, I 
spent some time with 
Tinker Helseth’s son-
in-law Dallas Mos-
beck, who, like Tinker, 
is a bush pilot and Lake 
of the Woods hunting 
and fishing guide. One 
morning I got up at 4:30 
and went goose hunting 
with him only about an 
hour north of the Cana-
da border and an hour south of Nestor Falls.

 I have hunted geese for many years in Manitoba crop 
fields, but that country is a different world altogether. Most 
of northwest Ontario is heavy forest, but in the south part 
of that province there are quite a few fields interspersed 
amongst the expanse of trees and lakes, where permanent 
pasture and a few cropfields are found. And with them, 
lots of geese.

To hunt Canada geese there, Dallas purchased blinds 
that lie flat on the ground, well camouflaged, with decoys 

all around them. I figure with those two blinds 
and likely two- dozen of the most realistic 
goose decoys I have ever seen, he likely has 
500 dollars or so invested in goose hunting. 

But it was a morning to remember, as every 
ten minutes or so a flock of 10 to 20 geese came 
gliding in over us, honking away, sometimes 
only 15 or 20 feet above us. Let me say right 
here that those coffin-like blinds are much bet-
ter for sleeping than they are for shooting out 
of. I napped a little in the warm summer-like 
sunshine. 

I also missed my share of easy shots because 
the geese can get the heck out of there in a hurry 
when you fling the lid on that blind open. But 
the limit is five geese and in three hours and 

twenty shells, which today cost about a dollar and a quarter 
apiece, Dallas and I brought down 8 geese that morning 
and it was a hunt to remember. 

But he and I saw something amazing that morning when 
a young mallard flew past and from out of nowhere a per-
egrine falcon nailed him from above and drove him into 
the ground. There was high grass there and somehow the 
falcon lost the duck in the grass. He soared around diving 
and sweeping over the area, and eventually winged away. 
An hour later I walked over to see if the duck was dead 

and could not find him. But suddenly, from underneath a 
green clump of high pasture grass, the young drake, not 
even close to having his winter plumage sprang to flight 
as if he hadn’t been hurt. 

I’d like to think he will soar over my decoys here on 
some Ozarks water, in full winter color, and I will have 
him for dinner, just like that peregrine falcon meant to do. 
The way I was shooting in Canada he might cost me two 
or three shells.

I ate one of those geese last week… grilled breasts cut 
into small steaks with bacon, green peppers and onions 
on long wooden skewers… unbelievably good for supper. 
And let me assure you, if I didn’t like geese for supper I 
would never raise a gun barrel again to bring one down.

I will only write one more column about my October trip 
to Canada, next week, writing about hunting ruffed grouse. 
But there was so much more from that stretch of time. 
My great grandfather was a French trapper from Ontario, 
and my great grandmother a Cree Indian woman. Maybe 
that’s why it draws me like it does. I love the place, so few 
people and so few problems. And because I love using a 
camera, I got some great photos of the wildlife, fish, birds 
and wild country. I have put many of those photos on my 
website, www.larrydablemontoutdoors.blogspot.com A 

by LARRY DABLEMONT

See Goose page 11B
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ALL-NEW, 

PREMIUM ROLL-
UP COVER WITH 

AN XTRA-LOW 
PROFILE

RetraxPRO MX MATTE ALUMINUM BED COVER

The RetraxPRO MX retractable truck bed 
cover is part of our Premium Aluminum 
Series covers. The Premium Aluminum 
Series covers are constructed from industrial 
strength aluminum slats that provide unsurpassed 
strength and ruggedness. The matte finish on the RetraxPRO 
MX provides incredible scratch resistance and adds style to your 
truck. The compact storage container features a unique spiral track 
system that prevents the cover from coming into contact with itself as it 
opens and closes. The operation of this cover allows it to always stay flush 
to the rails and creates a dependable seal to help keep the elements out 
and protect your cargo. The RetraxPRO MX has a sealed ball-bearing roller 
system that glides effortlessly along the rail with a convenient handle that 
eliminates the need for pull straps, Velcro, snaps or springs. The RetraxPRO MX is key lockable 
in any position that gives you unlimited flexibility in your hauling capacity.

FIND THE BEST TRUCK ACCESSORIES AT ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED

Enhances & Protects New - Used Trucks 
OEM Paint Code Color Match Available 
Preferred Over Drop-In Plastic Liners

MDC brood survey shows 
improvement in turkey 

production compared to 
five-year average

THIS MAP shows an index (poult-to-hen ratio or PHR) of Missouri’s wild turkey pro-
duction by Turkey Productivity Region (TPR). TRPs are counties grouped by similar land 
cover composition. Data were obtained during MDC’s 2021 wild turkey brood survey 
and are compared to the previous five-year average (2016-2020). Missouri Department 
of Conservation photo.

JILL PRITCHARD
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — According to the Missouri Department of Conservation’s 
(MDC) annual wild turkey brood survey for 2021, average turkey production statewide 
was similar to production at the statewide scale in 2020, but better than statewide pro-
duction from 2016-2019.

MDC’s statewide poult-to-hen ratio (PHR)—an index for turkey production—this year 
was 1.0, which was the same as the 2020 PHR but 11-percent greater than the average 
production observed during the previous five years (2016-2020). However, when com-
paring the statewide PHR to the average turkey production observed over the last 10 and 
20-years, production in 2021 was below the long-term average.

Regionally, production was relatively consistent in 2021, with almost every Turkey Pro-
ductivity Region (TPR) ending up with a PHR within the range of 1.0 to 1.3. The exceptions 
were the West Prairie Region, where the 0.7 PHR fell below the statewide average, and 
the Mississippi Lowlands Region, where the 2.4 PHR far exceeded the statewide average.

Compared to last year, production in the Ozark Border and Ozarks West Regions in-
creased by 43-percent and 57-percent, respectively. The Lindley Breaks Region also saw 
a nine-percent increase in production, but the most significant improvement was in the 
Mississippi Lowlands Region where the PHR increased 118-percent from 2020.

“Because turkey abundance is relatively low in the Mississippi Lowlands compared to 
other parts of the state, we usually receive the fewest observations from this region during 
the brood survey,” says MDC Wild Turkey Biologist Reina Tyl. “Since the production 
index is calculated from a smaller number of observations, it’s not uncommon to see large 
annual fluctuations in the Mississippi Lowlands’ poult-to-hen ratio.”

Unfortunately, several regions—Northeast, Northwest, and Union Breaks—saw slight 
See Turkey production page 11B
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2073 South Highway 19 • Swiss, MO • 573-486-0212
www.JT-Trailers.com  |      @JandTTrailers

Hunting for a 
Great Trailer to 
haul your gear?

Look no further.

JOE JEREK
MISSOURI DEPT. OF CONSERVATION

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – With deer 
hunting under way in Missouri, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) and 
A.T. Still Uni-
versity in Kirks-
ville are asking 
deer hunters to 
save ticks they 
find on har-
vested deer and 
mail them to the 
University. The 
ticks will be used 
for a scientific 
research study 
to help better 
understand the 
statewide dis-
tribution of tick 
species and the 
human patho-
gens they carry.

“During this 
time of year, we 
are asking the 
many Missou-
ri deer hunters 
around the state 
to send us ticks 
they find on 
their harvested 
animals,” said 
MDC Ecological Health Unit Science Super-
visor Matt Combes. “The University needs 
more samples – especially of deer ticks, 
also called blacklegged ticks, which are 
commonly found on deer this time of year.”

Ticks are large mites that drink the blood 
of humans and other mammals. Ticks can 
also carry and spread pathogens that cause 
illnesses in people. Missouri is home to three 
common species of ticks that bite humans: 
lone star tick, American dog tick, and deer 
tick (blacklegged tick). Deer ticks are the 

primary transmitters of a bacterial infection 
called Lyme disease. Adult ticks are about a 
quarter-inch long and grow to nearly double 
that when engorged with blood. Learn more 
about ticks from the MDC online Field Guide 
at nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-

guide/ticks.
MDC and 

A.T. Still Uni-
versity are part-
nering on a two-
year research 
study to deter-
mine the pres-
ence of tick spe-
cies throughout 
Missouri as well 
as the pathogens 
they may har-
bor. The study 
began in April 
and concludes 
in September 
2022. During 
that time, MDC 
and the Univer-
sity are asking 
M i s s o u r i a n s 
mail ticks to A.T. 
Still University 
to be identified 
by species and 
life stage and 
tested for four 
species of bac-

terial pathogens.
To help with the research efforts, people 

are asked to place live ticks in a plastic zip-
top bag with a piece of damp paper towel 
or moist cotton ball, then fold the bag and 
place it inside another plastic zip-top bag 
with a completed sample-submission form. 
The sample-submission form is available 
for printing from the University website 
at www.atsu.edu/missouri-ticks-and-tick-
borne-pathogen-surveillance-research.

People are then asked to place the bag 

and completed sample-submission form 
in an envelope and mail it to: A.T. Still 
University, ATTENTION: Deb Hudman 
-- Dept. of Microbiology & Immunology, 
800 W. Jefferson St., Kirksville MO 63501.

University Senior Research Associate 
Deb Hudman noted the research is not 
intended to provide clinical diagnosis of 
any illness someone may have, and study 
information should not be interpreted as a 
substitute for medical testing or consultation 
with a physician.

“The resulting research data will be used 
to determine at the county level what tick 
species and bacterial pathogens are present 
for the state of Missouri. This much-needed 
data will be shared with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services,” said Hudman. “This data will also 
help guide outreach and education efforts 
about ticks in Missouri to help increase 
knowledge of tick-borne illnesses and pre-
cautions people should take when working 
or recreating in the outdoors.”

She added that distribution maps are 

provided and updated weekly on the A.T. 
Still University website at www.atsu.edu/
missouri-ticks-and-tick-borne-pathogen-
surveillance-research so people can actively 
follow the progress of the study over the 
next two years.

Combes added there is a pressing need 
to increase tick surveillance in Missouri, 
develop statewide distribution maps of 
tick species and tick-borne pathogens, and 
educate the public on reducing their risk of 
contracting a tick-borne illness based on that 
data. In addition, this research study could 
also help determine previously unknown 
or invasive tick species that are present in 
Missouri.

“There are tick-borne human pathogens 
in the state of Missouri and yet there is no 
comprehensive map of where tick species 
occur, or of the human pathogens those ticks 
are carrying,” Combes said. “According to 
the CDC, Missouri is considered a gap state 
for knowledge of tick-borne diseases. Many 
people -- in Missouri and nationwide -- lack 
a good understanding of tick-borne illnesses 
common to their area.”

MDC and A.T Still University ask Missouri deer hunters to 
send ticks for research study

TICKS, SUCH as this adult female deer tick (black-
legged tick), drink the blood of mammals and 
can cause illnesses in people. MDC and A.T. Still 
University are asking Missouri deer hunters to save 
ticks they find and send them to the University 
of scientific research to learn more about ticks 
and pathogens they may carry.  Photo by Scott 
Bauer for the Agricultural Research Service, the 
research agency of the United State Department 
of Agriculture.

Send Us Your
Game Pictures

Did your child get something this deer or turkey season 
you’re proud of?  Send it to us. We’ll help you show it off!

Email your photo to: wardpub@fidnet.com 
or bring it by our office at

106 E. Washington, Owensville.
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Firearm 
Safety
 With fall firearms season approaching, 

now is an ideal time to spend some time 
with your hunting weapons at the rifle 
range getting reacquainted with them.

Now is also the appropriate time to 
stress firearm safety and range etiquette.  
When handling firearms always remem-
ber the

10 Commandments 10 Commandments 
of Gun Safety:of Gun Safety:

1. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.
2. Firearms should be unloaded when not in use.
3. Don’t rely on your guns “safety”. Treat every gun as though it can 

fire at any time, regardless of pressure on the trigger.
4. Be sure of your target and what is beyond it.
5. Always use correct ammunition.
6. If your gun fails to fire when the trigger is pulled, handle with care.
7. Always wear eye and ear protection when shooting.
8. Be sure the barrel is clear of obstructions before shooting.
9. Don’t alter or modify your gun.  Have it serviced regularly by a 

qualified gunsmith.
10. Learn the mechanical and handling characteristics of the firearm 

you are using before going afield with it.  Not all guns are the 
same.

Application for Membership
OWENSVILLE GUN CLUB
Cost of membership is $70 ($50 membership fee and $20 annual maintenance fee, 
due each Feb.). To join fill out the form below with check payable to Owensville Gun 
Club and mail to Owensville Gun Club, P.O. Box 518, Owensville, MO  65066.

I certify by signature that I am at least 18 years of age, and that I can legally own, 
and or possess firearms as specified in all Federal, State and Local Laws. I Further 
agree to abide by all club bylaws and range rules.

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________

DATED: _______________________  D.O.B. ___________________

NAME: ___________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________

CITY: ______________________________  STATE: ____________

ZIP: _______________ PHONE: ___________________________

CELL PHONE: ____________________________________________
PLEASE PRINT

SHOOTING EVENTS INCLUDE:
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, Vintage Rifle, 

M1 Garand & M1 Carbine Matches
For more information and a schedule of matches visit our 

web site at: www.owensvillegunclub.org.

TOTAL DUE FOR 
1ST YEAR - $70

RECEIVED BY: ________________________  DATE _____________

MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL DATE: ____________________________
Maintenance Card Mailed __________________________________________________
Membership Card Mailed __________________________________________________

pair of trumpeter swans put on a show for 
me. Take a look at their antics in my photos.

I have written before about the lateness of 
the four seasons now as compared to what 
I saw in the sixties, as a boy. I wonder why 
biologists do not recognize this and change 
hunting seasons because of it. Maybe they 
aren’t old enough, or have not spent enough 
time outdoors. Most of them grew up in 
cities today and are way to young to know 
what happened before they were born. Duck 
seasons should begin here in the Midwest 
10 days to two weeks later, and to have 
successful mating, turkey seasons should 
be delayed by at least 10 days. Dove season 
now is just too early, as there are still young 
doves in nests the first of September. That did 
not happen 40 or 50 years ago. Waterfowl 
seasons are being delayed a little, changed 
in past years, as a result of what federal 
biologists who study their migration habits 
have taken note of.

Yesterday I heard a television station 
announce the Conservation Department 

people declared the weekend the peak of the 
fall color season! I just shook my head in 
disbelief. The news media believes anything 
those people tell them. Here on Lightnin’ 
Ridge, the foliage is at least 85 percent green. 
If some extreme weather changes do not take 
place, the peak of the fall colors in my area 
may not even be next weekend. But for the 
media, made up of folks who live in cities 
and seldom get into the woods, if some state 
conservation agency tells you something 
about the outdoors, you consider it the 
gospel. Never question… never disagree!

On Saturday, Nov. 6, I am going to be at 
an outdoor and tackle show in Mt. Home, 
Arkansas at the Ramada inn, going on from 
8:00 until noon. There are tables available 
for anyone selling outdoor gear. To reserve 
a table, call Jerry Mccoy at 870-450-9238. 
If you can get there, come by and see me 
and I will give you the fall magazines free. 
Normally they are $6 each. I will also have 
all 11 of my outdoor books there for sale 
for $10 each.

Goose • from page 8B

Turkey production • from page 9B

downturns in production this year after experiencing increases in productivity during 
2020. The Ozarks East and West Prairie Regions saw similar PHRs this year as in 2020.

How the poult-to-hen ratio is determined
Since 1959, MDC has conducted an annual wild turkey brood survey where MDC staff 

and citizen volunteers record the number of hens and recently hatched turkeys, which are 
called poults, they see during June, July, and August. These observations are then tallied 
to determine the success of the hatch, which is most often reported as a poult-to-hen ratio, 
or simply the average number of poults per hen observed during the survey. Tyl explained 
that the poult-to-hen ratio is a good measure of nesting success and poult survival.

“Each year, thousands of citizens participate in the survey, and we are grateful for their 
contribution,” Tyl said. “This year during the three-month survey, participants reported 
sightings of more than 75,000 turkeys, which is a testament to the large number of dedi-
cated volunteers that take time to record and submit their observations.”

What drives long-term trends in turkey production
“Since MDC has been collecting information about turkey hatches for over 60 years, we 

have been able to monitor long-term trends in production,” explained Tyl. “The last few 
decades of brood survey data indicate that PHRs have been declining, and the statewide 
PHR has been at or below 1.0 for the last six years.”

Tyl added a lot has changed over the last several decades that could be contributing to 
the declining trend in productivity.

“There have been broad-scale losses of quality nesting and brood-rearing habitat, 
changing spring weather patterns, increasing populations of some nest and poult preda-
tors, and declining insect abundance—a critical food source for young poults,” she said.

MDC and University of Missouri launch turkey research project
MDC partnered with the University of Missouri to launch a cooperative research 

project last year to determine how these different factors are affecting wild turkey nest 
success and poult survival.

“The project also aims to identify the main causes of poult mortality and determine how 
brood-rearing habitat selection, and the quality of those habitats, affects poult survival,” 
Tyl noted. “The information gathered from this study will inform management of wild 
turkeys and turkey habitat in Missouri.”

To participate in the annual wild turkey brood survey, email MDC’s Wild Turkey Man-
agement Program at wildturkeymgmt@mdc.mo.gov with “Wild Turkey Brood Survey” 
as the subject of the email. Include complete name and mailing address.

For a more detailed report outlining the results of the 2021 Missouri Wild Turkey 
Brood Survey, and to read reports from previous years, visit the Turkey Reports webpage 
at https://mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/turkey/turkey-reports.
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Best Price
 Great Service
   Fast Turn Around

Bill Vogt
Certified Taxidermist

Bill’s Bucks & Beards

    Owensville, Missouri  • 573-437-5676
Specializing in Deer & Turkeys

Bringing Your Trophy to Life!
Bill’s Bucks & Beards

COLUMBIA, Mo. — The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
encourages Missourians to discover 
nature this fall by seeking out remote 
trail hiking experiences on conservation 
areas in central Missouri.

Traversing longer trails on foot, forces 
us to slow down; to observe and appre-
ciate elements of the natural world on 
a more intimate level. While bicycling, 
horse riding, or even a car ride can take 
us to remote places of natural beauty, 
hiking forces us to engage with the very 
ground on which we walk. Small, quiet 
interactions of tiny pollinators feeding 
from the fall’s final flowers, field crick-
ets rustling beneath dry grasses, or the 
silent flight of a watchful owl, all become 
harder to miss. And the splendor of trees 
changing color and dropping leaves, 
turns forests into wooded wonderlands.

Autumn offers opportunities to engage 
with the natural world during a season 
of change. Finding a remote nature trail 
can provide a powerful reminder of how 
we’re all connected to these natural 
communities and seasonal cycles.  

Many conservation areas are in re-
mote settings, and most have no potable 
water onsite. Before hitting the trail, 
remember to make a plan, tell someone 
where you’re going and when you’ll 
return, and pack water, food, and any 
other provisions you’ll need for your 
time on the trail.

MDC’s free MO Outdoors App for 
mobile devices provides a convenient 
way to carry digital maps and other 
information, even outside of cellphone 
service range. Always pack a paper map 
and compass, too, as a failsafe.

Always check hunting season dates 
before hiking during the fall. If hiking 
during an open firearms season, wear 
hunter orange clothing to ensure you’re 
seen and identifiable as a human hiker.

“There are so many great trails on 

conservation areas, it’s easy to find the 
experience you’re looking for,” said 
MDC Recreational Use Specialist, A.J. 
Campbell.

Many conservation areas in central 
Missouri offer excellent trails for long 
nature hikes this fall, just a short drive 
from home. Some areas feature more 
than ten miles of designated paths, and 
many of these areas offer multiple loops, 
allowing hikers to customize their ex-
perience.  Learn more about these, and 
other hiking opportunities at nature.mdc.
mo.gov/discover-nature/places.

Canaan Conservation Area
Located west of Owensville in Gasco-

nade County, this area offers 10 miles of 
multi-use trail, with three distinct loops. 
The natural-surface trail takes hikers, 
bikers, and horseback riders through 
forests, glades, woodlands, and prairies, 
and along Clear Fork and Sulphur Branch 
creeks. The trail is open year-round for 
hiking, but closed to bikes and horses 
during firearms hunting seasons for deer 
and turkey. Camping is allowed only 
in designated campsites near the area’s 
parking lots, available year-round on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Davisdale Conservation Area
Located between Rocheport and 

Boonville in Howard County, this area 
offers 18 miles of service roads. These 
paths are mowed periodically during 
summer months, but users should expect 
to walk through shaggy grass if paths 
have not been mowed recently. Service 
roads are open year-round to hiking 
and form several distinct loops through 
woodlands, prairies, and river hill for-
ests, including many long, scenic views.  
Camping is allowed only in designated 
campsites near the area’s parking lots, 
available year-round on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Rudolf Bennitt Conservation Area
Located south of Moberly in Howard 

and Randolph counties, this area offers 
13 miles of multi-use trail, with three 
distinct loops. The chat-surface trail 
takes hikers, bikers, and horseback rid-
ers through forests and woodlands, and 
near the area’s 48-acre lake. The trail is 
open year-round for hiking, but closed to 
bikes and horses during firearms hunting 
seasons for deer and turkey. Primitive 
hike-in camping is allowed, and indi-
vidual campsites with gravel parking 
pads are also available year-round on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Scrivner Road Creek Conservation 
Area

Located south of Russellville in Cole 
County, this area offers 8.5 miles of 
multi-use trail with four distinct loops. 
The natural-surface trail takes hikers and 
horseback riders through prairies and 
woods, and offers long, scenic views. 
The trail is open year-round for hiking, 
but closed to bikes and horses during 
firearms hunting seasons for deer and 

turkey. A separate 1-mile path, period-
ically mowed, loops around the 9-acre 
Winegar Lake. Camping is allowed only 
in designated campsites near the area’s 
parking lots, available year-round on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Three Creeks Conservation Area
Located south of Columbia in Boone 

County, this area offers 8.5 miles of 
hiking and multi-use trail. The Turkey 
Creek interpretive trail is a 3-mile hik-
ing-only trail with 1- and 2-mile cutoffs. 
It takes hikers along Turkey Creek and 
many beautiful bluffs. The remaining 
5.5 miles of trail, open year-round, takes 
hikers, bikers, and horseback riders 
through forests surrounding Bass, Tur-
key, and Bonne Femme creeks.  These 
trails feature several creek crossings, 
so hikers should plan to walk through 
water, especially during wetter times of 
the year. Primitive hike-in camping is 
allowed, except during firearms hunting 
seasons for deer and turkey.

LONG TRAIL hikes in autumn offer a unique way to connect with the natural world. Find 
a hiking opportunity at a conservation area new you to discover nature in Missouri this fall.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MDC

MDC Outdoor Spotlight: 5 long hikes in central Missouri
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Rosebud Tractor 
& Equipment 
Company
241 Hwy. 50
Rosebud, MO 63091
573-764-3393

RTE of Linn
1325 Main Street
Linn, MO 65051
573-897-2249

www.RosebudTractor.com

BH14 BH15 and BH16

1951-2021

70

SERVING CENTRAL MISSOURI
Toll Free: 888-892-8587

State Certified    Local: 573-764-3407~573-764-2534

Septic Tank Pumping & Disposal

  DON’T GO INTO THE WOODS 
WITHOUT THE COMFORTS OF HOME.

CLEAN PORTABLE TOILET 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE FOR:
• Deer Hunters • Parks • Parties • Fairs• Weddings 
• Auctions • Construction Sites • Any Occasion

CERTIFIED BY  MO. DEPT. OF HEALTH ~ SERVING CENTRAL MISSOURI

Celebrating 

25+ YEARS 
of Service

“DOING THE JOB RIGHT”

Beau Harvey (above), 10, shot a doe when hunting with his dad on the family farm in 
Gasconade County. He is the son of Devon Harvey and Stephanie Jorgensen. Lane 
Meyer (below), 10, downed this buck Sat., Oct. 30, the first day of the annual youth 
hunting season. He is the son of Clayten and Julie Meyer. See  pages 1B and 15B in 
this section and page 17 in the regular paper for more youth deer hunt photos. 
To submit your photos of youth deer hunters please email news@wardpub.com. 
Please include child’s name, age, address, parent’s names and address, doe or buck, 
number of points, if this is first deer, date killed, location killed, and phone number 
(for reference, not to be included in story).

Area youth bag deer during youth hunt

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Send Us Your
Game Pictures

Did your child get something this deer or turkey season 
you’re proud of?  Send it to us. We’ll help you show it off!

Email your photo to: wardpub@fidnet.com 
or bring it by our office at

106 E. Washington, Owensville.

MUD GEAR

$$7979
Starting at

Hunter’s SpecialHunter’s Special
NOV. 10

TO NOV. 22

6ply ATV Tires

Starting at
$$118118

116 East Peters Avenue,
Owensville, MO 65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)
573.437.3123

Quadboss QBT846Quadboss QBT846
Meets or exceeds DOT 
    specifications
8-ply Radial Casing
Optimal performance for 
   Mud & Hard terrain

MDC proposes changes to fishing regulations for paddlefish
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Missouri 

Conservation Commission gave initial ap-
proval during its Aug. 27 open meeting in 
Jefferson City to several proposed regulation 
changes to the Wildlife Code of Missouri 
by the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC) for paddlefish, related fishing 
methods, and commercial fishing.

Snagging Definition

A regulation change establishes a 
definition of snagging, which is currently 
undefined in the Wildlife Code of Missouri. 
Snagging is a popular method for taking 
fish, such as paddlefish, that do not go after 
baited hooks because they “filter feed” on 
tiny crustaceans and insects by swimming 
through the water with their large mouths 
open. Snagging uses a heavy-duty fishing 

pole with a large, three-pronged hook on a 
line to snag a fish along its body as it swims.

The MDC definition of snagging is: 
Hooking or attempting to hook a fish in a 
part of the body other than the mouth or jaw 
by means of a pole, line, and hook. Snagging 
is characterized by a repeated drawing or 
jerking motion of the pole, line, and hook 
or by trolling with an unbaited hook rather 
than enticement by bait or lure.

Statewide Minimum Length
A proposed regulation amendment es-

tablishes a statewide minimum length limit 
of 32 inches for sport/recreational taking of 
paddlefish, up from the current minimum 
length of 24 inches for most areas of the 
state. The existing minimum length limit 
of 34 inches will remain in effect for Lake 
of the Ozarks, Table Rock Lake, Truman 
Lake, and their tributaries. All paddlefish 
under the legal minimum length must be 
returned to the water unharmed immediately 
after being caught.

Paddlefish can grow to a length of about 
seven feet and weigh 100 pounds or more. 
According to MDC, the increased length 
limit will allow female paddlefish to reach 
sexual maturity before they can be harvested. 
This will help make paddlefish waters more 
sustainable for natural reproduction, and 
result in larger fish available for harvest.

15 More Days to Season
Another proposed regulation amendment 

adds 15 days to the fall/winter snagging, 
snaring, or grabbing season for taking fish 
-- except paddlefish -- by extending the 
season end from Jan. 31 to Feb. 15. It also 
prohibits snagging for all species of fish on 
Table Rock Lake after taking the daily limit 
of two paddlefish.

The paddlefish snagging season for the 
state’s major paddlefish snagging waters 
-- Lake of the Ozarks, Truman Lake, and 
Table Rock Lake -- and most other waters 
in the state remains March 15 through April 
30. The paddlefish season for the Mississippi 
River remains March 15 through May 15 
with a fall season of Sept. 15 through Dec. 15.

According to MDC, the proposed amend-
ment extending the fall snagging, snaring, 
or grabbing season provides additional 
opportunities for anglers. It also aligns the 
snagging, snaring, or grabbing season with 
the season allowing some fish to be taken 
by gig or atlatl.

Commercial Fishing Season
A proposed amendment establishes a 

commercial paddlefish fishing season of 
Nov. 1 through April 15 on the Mississippi 
River to limit the commercial harvest of 
paddlefish only during cooler water tem-
peratures. It also sets a minimum length 
limit of 32 inches for taking paddlefish on 
the Mississippi River.

According to MDC, the primary justifi-
cation for the season is to prevent mortality 
of paddlefish. Paddlefish captured in nets 
during warm-water temperatures (late April 
through October) are more likely to perish, 
causing waste of fish that would have oth-
erwise been harvested and the unnecessary 
death of paddlefish under legal length. The 
establishment of the paddlefish commercial 
season will also better align Missouri regu-
lations with those of other states along the 
Mississippi River.

MDC asked for public comments on the 
proposed regulation changes this spring. Of 
the 260 people who provided comments, 
there was strong support for all proposed 
paddlefish regulations.

The next step in the rulemaking process 
is for MDC to have a public comment 
period during October. MDC invites 
public comments during October online 
at https://mdc.mo.gov/about-regulations/
wildlife-code-missouri/proposed-regula-
tion-changes. Comments received will be 
considered and final proposals will go to the 
Commission for further action at its Dec. 10 
meeting. If enacted, the changes will become 
effective Feb. 28, 2022.

Learn more about paddlefish and related 
fishing regulations from MDC online at mdc.
mo.gov/fishing/species/paddlefish.
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HWY. 28 EAST • OWENSVILLE, MO • 573-437-4156
Open Daily 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

All the Big Brands.All the Big Brands.
At Big Savings!At Big Savings!

Check your local Owensville WalMart for 
all your hunting and fishing supplies:  
camouflage clothing, boots, deer lure, 

Rod & Reels, hooks, tackle boxes, 
stringers, all at the lowest prices and 

guns from Winchester, Browning, 
Weatherby, Remington, Henry and 

Mossberg. You name it we got it.

Also, check out our Firearms Special Order Catalog featuring over 
1200 additional models of guns, all at the low Walmart price.

$158Muddy Partner 16-Foot Tall 2-Person 
Hunting Deer Ladder Tree Stand…………………

$114

Ameristep 
Silent Brickhouse 
Hub-Style 
Ground Blind
• 3 person capacity
• Hinged silent door
• Heavy duty fabric

                                    Savage Axis I & II XP 308 
                            bolt action rifle with 3-9x40 scope .........$368

                        Tristar Viper Semi Auto Shotgun 
                12 Gauge, Camo, 3.5” Max 5 ...........................$494

                           Barnett 350 Crossbow Package  
                     180 lbs. draw weight, 350 feet per second ....$204

                        Optima V2, Stainless, Edge 
                                Muzzle loader with scope ..................$363Katie Lumsden (above), 13, downed her first deer, a 6-pointer, Saturday, Oct 30, 

the first day of the annual youth hunt. Her brother, Andrew Lumsden (below), 15, 
bagged his first buck, an 8-pointer, Sunday, Oct. 31, (Halloween). Both killed their 
deer while hunting on a family farm west of Owensville. They are the children of 
Taylor and Kathleen Lumsden. See  pages 1B and 13B in this section and page 17 
in the regular paper for more youth deer hunt photos. To submit your photos of 
youth deer hunters please email news@wardpub.com. Please include child’s name, 
age, address, parent’s names and address, doe or buck, number of points, if this is 
first deer, date killed, location killed, and phone number (for reference, not to be 
included in story).

Local siblings harvest deer on family farm

SUBMITTED PHOTOS




